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Abstract

The Oral HIV/AIDS Research Alliance is part of the AIDS Clinical Trials Group, the largest
HIV clinical trial organization in the world, and it is funded by the National Institute of Dental
and Craniofacial Research, in collaboration with the National Institute of Allergy and Infectious
Diseases. The alliance’s main objective is to investigate the oral complications associated with
HIV/AIDS as the epidemic is evolving—in particular, the effects of potent antiretrovirals on the
development of oral mucosal lesions and associated fungal and viral pathogens. Furthermore,
oral fluids are being explored for their potential monitoring and diagnostic role with respect to
HIV disease and coinfections. This article presents an overview of the alliance, its scientific
agenda, and an outline of the novel interventional and noninterventional clinical studies ongoing
and developing within the AIDS Clinical Trials Group infrastructure in the United States and
internationally.
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